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Proceedings of a meeting of the Society held on Thursday, the 18th May, 

1922, at 8.15 p.m., at 11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W. 1, 

Sir JA~ES CAN~LI~,, K.B.E., F.I~.C.S. (President), in the Chair. 

T H E  L A T E  SIR P A T R I C K  MANSON. 

The PReSIDeNT said there was one item, of great sadness, which, on 
this occasion, must take precedence of all other business, namely ,  the 
decease, Since the Society last met, of Sir PATRICK MANSON. The 

Council met that afternoon and passed a resolution on the subject, and 

he invited members to make any remarks they wished. In  the death of 
Sir PATRICK the Society and the profession had lost a great man, the 

like of whom they would never see again. This was not a mere 

complimentary statement, but a matter of fact, for he was endowed 

with the scientific mind and also the capacity to apply his knowledge to 

clinical medicine. I t  was a gratification to feel that some others of 
brilliant parts remained' as ornaments to tropical medicine, among them 

Sir DAVID BRUCE and Sir LEONARD ROGERS. But, in the future, 
Medicine would be so vast that no one man would be able to compass it 
in its varied departments;  it had already grown beyond the talent and 

cA.pacify of any one man. H e ,  himself, knew Sir PATRICK intimately; 
for two years he was constantly at his elbow, and he learned a great deal 
f rom him. Of himself and many others it was true to say that they 

would retain the teaching MANSO~ gave them to the end of their lives. 

The following resolution was adopted by the Council this a f t e r n o o n : -  

" The President, Council and Fellows of the Royal Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene desire to express ~to Lady MANSON 
and the members of the Family of the late Sir PATRICK ~]~ANSON 
their s incere  sympathy with them in the loss and sorrow they 
have sustained by Sir PATRICK'S death and the deep regret felt by 
the Society in losing one who had done so much for the cause of 
Tropical Medicine and Humanity,  and who was also first President 
of the Society." 



~6 THE LATIg SIR I?ATP~][CK MANSON. 

Sir DAVID BRUCE: I beg to second the resolution which has just been 

proposed in such feeling terms by the PRESID~:NT. He h~s left me little 

to say, but I should like to add a few words of personal tt'ibute. I knew 

the late Sir PATI~ICK MANSON for more gh~n ,~ quarter of' a, century, ~md 

during all that time my admiration for him steadily grew. Even as far 

back as 1895, when I was in Zululand, working at Nagana, he wrote me 

helpful letters suggesting new lines of enquiry. 

His own work on tropical disease went back more than another 

quartet' of a century. As I said at the International Congress of Medicine, 

in 1913 : " It was in 1877 that he, the doyen of tropical medicine, pub- 

lished his epoch-making discovery of the r61e played by the mosquito in 

filaria disease. This was a remarkable advance on previous knowledge-- 

a most brilliant observation, which pointed the path to future discoveries." 

Sir PATRICK MANSON WaS a great man with a big heart. Up to the 

day of his de~th, at the advanced age of seventy-seven, he was constf~ntly 

thinking and scheming for the good of his fellow-men, or to help the 

younger workers in their strivings to advance knowledge inhis favourite 

subject. 

In conclusion, I may say that by his creation of the London School 

of Tropical Medicine, and by his brilliant work on tropical disease he has 

erected for himself a monument ~re perennius. The Eternal verdict on 

such as he is, " Well done, thou good and faithful servant." 

Professor W. a. tl. SIMPSON desired to support the resolution. Like 

Sir DAVID BI~UCE he had received great assistance from Sir PATRICK. 

When the speaker was in South Africa, and was called upon to deal with 

the outbreak of plague there, Sir t)ATRICK assisted him in every way by 
sending as many medical men and nurses as he asked for to help him, and 

it was owing to the deceased Fellow's influence that he was sent to Hong 

Kong. In all his associations with Sir PATRICK he found him to be 

a man with a large heart and devoid of pride, notwithstanding his scien- 

tific achievements and the revolution he had effected in trol)ical medicine. 

He always endeavoured to assist the younger men, and Sir PATtie1< 

MANSO~'S name was revered by everyone in the tropics. ]t w,~s difficult 
to give adequate expression to their feelings of sorrow at the death 

of Sir PATRICK and to the loss which the Society of Tropical Medicine 
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has sustained. They knew, however, that his name would live in the 

annals of medicine for ever. 

Sir ~kJIgONAB, D ~[=~OG:ERS endorsed all that had been said, and expressed 

his deep reverence for Sir PA~I~ICK MA~SON'S work, and the wonderflfl 

influence he had in tropical medicine. From his own limited personal 

acquaintance of Sir PATRICK HANSON he could say how admirable his 

critical faculties were. Early in his career he, the spe,~ker, read a paper 

on Fevers, and Sir PATRICK WaS present and criticised it. He, Sir 

L~ONARD, WaS disappointed, but he soon found the critic was right. 

A few years later he brought up a further work on Fevers, and this time 

he was much cheered by the support of Sir PATRICK, and again he was 

right. That was the kind of man who was wanted, one who would point 

out ~o younger men their mistakes and put them on the right track. He 

agreed that the greatest man in tropical medicine had been lost by the 

death of Sir PAT~ICI~, and that his Iike would probably never be seen 

again. He was glad to see that the paper which would be read to-night 

was on work which was carried on largeiy on Sir PATRICK MANSON'S 

recommendation, and he felt that this influence would go on for many 
generations. 

• The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried unanimously. 


